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two great epics of India, edited at a later date, but embody-
ing many of the traits of this early society. These great
poems have long been for the masses a treasure-house
of song and story, of moral ideals and of religious in-
struction.
Recited by some bard to a fireside audience, or carved
on the walls of temples, they are a veritable bible for the
masses; and through them, as through strolling singer
and actor, the wisdom of the ages has filtered down among
the people, and Indian civilization has been safeguarded,
but also crystallized. Illiterate yet not uncultured, the
women of India have been moulded for nearly three
thousand years by the example of the loyal wife Sita; and
her soldiers, hardly more literate, have been inspired by
the exploits of Rama and his companions; while in Krishna,
the ever-youthful shepherd, they have found the perfect
lover, human and divine.. In these their ancient sun-god
Vishnu is incarnate, and the qualities of Indra the warrior
find ever new expression.
The Epics have been so edited and re-edited that it is
probable that they contain elements some six centuries
later than the early Upanishads. Fortunately we have also
the early Buddhist writings as a check, and we may say that
the salient feature of this age is a growing resentment of
the Kings and Warriors, Kshatriyas, against the claim
of the Brahmins that they are themselves gods, and have
power over nature itself. Many of the Upanishadic seers
were non-Brahmins, and were already challenging these
claims. Both Kings and Brahmins are reverenced* The
King is both commander-in-chief and, supreme ruler in
civil affairs, consulting his counsellors when it suits him.
The kingdoms of Kasi and Videha are ruled by men whom
we meet in the Upanishads, and gradually there emerge
not only the revolt of these laymen against the priests, but
also their wars against one another. If the Epics can be
read as in any sense history, the great struggle of Kauravas
and Pandavas went oti for centuries, and by the beginning
of the Buddhist era the field of civil war had moved east—

